
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE  

ST. LOUIS REGIONAL AIRPORT  
April 15, 2021 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the St. Louis Regional Airport was 
held pursuant to by-laws via electronic participation due to the COVID-19 pandemic on April 
15, 2021 at the hour of 4:30 P.M. On call of the roll, the following Commissioners answered 
present: Wendell Ross, Shirley Kleeman, Chris Herzog, Robert LaMarsh, Steve Futrell, Larry 
Franklin and Brian Keister were present.   Also, present: Director David Miller, Accounts 
Payable Crystal Geisen, Accounts Receivable Denine Anderson and Airport Attorney David 
Livingstone.   

Guests at the meeting were:  Barry Stolz with Hanson Engineers 

Commissioner Ross presented the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting March 18, 2021.   
Commissioner LaMarsh moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Kleeman seconded 
the motion and in a roll call vote, the Commissioners voted:  

Commissioner Kleeman-  aye 
Commissioner LaMarsh-  aye 
Commissioner Ross- aye 
Commissioner Franklin- aye 
Commissioner Herzog- aye 
Commissioner Futrell- aye 
Commissioner Keister- aye 

The motion passed by a unanimous vote of the Board in favor. 

Commissioner Ross presented the financial statements for the 10th month of fiscal year 
2020/2021.  Commissioner Franklin moved to approve the statements as printed. 
Commissioner Futrell seconded the motion and in a roll call vote, the Commissioners voted: 

Commissioner Kleeman-  aye 
Commissioner LaMarsh-  aye 
Commissioner Ross- aye 
Commissioner Franklin- aye 
Commissioner Herzog- aye 
Commissioner Futrell- aye 
Commissioner Keister- aye 

The motion passed by a unanimous vote of the Board in favor. 

  

Commissioner Ross presented the bills for approval.  Commissioner Franklin moved to 
approve the accounts payable.  Commissioner Futrell seconded the motion and in a roll call 
vote, the Commissioners voted:  

Commissioner Kleeman-  aye 
Commissioner LaMarsh-  aye 
Commissioner Ross- aye 
Commissioner Franklin- aye 
Commissioner Herzog- aye 
Commissioner Futrell- aye 
Commissioner Keister- aye 

The motion passed by a unanimous vote of the Board in favor. 

 

 

ST LOUIS REGIONAL AIRPORT 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

April 15, 2021 

THE FOLLOWING BILLS HAVE BEEN PAID SINCE THE LAST MEETING: 

PAYABLE TO: AMOUNT: CHARGE TO: 

General Fund   

Ace Hardware  $             190.63  
Grounds-Aero-143.74 Shop-1.16 T-H-60.95 Bldg #11-
5.99 Cash Discount <21.21> 

Ameren IP  $                 4.17  Utilities credit used 89.78 

  $             569.10  Credit-938-34 

AT & T  $               62.74  Cell-57.71 Dues-5.00 
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Bethalto Water  $             244.20  Utilities  

  $               25.36  Bldg #1 

Charter  $             337.36  Operational-98.00 Phone-239.36 

Delta Dental  $             839.96  Health Ins 

Envision  $             120.00  Health Ins 

FP Mailing  Postage 

GRP Wegman  Grounds-gen 

Homefield Energy  $          2,428.66  Utilities  

Illinois Public Risk Fund  $          4,566.00  Workers Comp 

Kelly Birdsong  Training 

Motorola  $               39.00  Credit 39.00 

Principal   $          1,804.74  life-160.83 dis-1643.91 

Republic Services  $             196.39   Strip Mall No remaining credit 

St Louis Regional - Petty Cash  $             297.73  

Grounds-cemetary-126.04 Uniform-97.00 Operational 
(flag case) 43.64 Vending-4.50 Janitorial-26.55 

  $             296.79  

Operational-coffee, e-recycling, sugar Janitorial-6.94 
Vending-37.40 Health-128.76 Grounds-Gen-58.19 

Southwestern Electric  $               40.21  Utilities  

Stobbs, Sinclair, & Livingstone  $          2,249.52  Legal - Credit (2138.04) 

United Health Care  $        10,662.24  Health Ins 

VSP  $             241.16  Health Ins 

   

WERE APPROVED:   

General Fund   

   

Albion Radio  $             528.00  Grounds-Aero 

Ameren IP  $             991.00  Utilities 

At & t  $               98.16  Telephone 

Card Services  $             597.03  
Adv-300.00 Other-<127.49) Office-52.61 Health-41.92 
Shop-199.99 Training-130.00 

Culligan Water  $               56.56  Operational 

D & D Tire  $             324.98  Unit # 25 

Hearst Media  $             238.54  Operational - Proposal 

Heartland   $      345,095.00  West Star 

Heritage  $          8,130.04  Fuel  

Illinois Public Risk Fund  $          9,209.00  Workers Comp 

Illinois Secretary of State  $               10.00  Strip Mall-90.00 each Bldg. #1-370.00 

McKay  $             372.82  
T-Hangar-17.49 Unit #9-88.59 Shop-17.94 Unit #15-
84.79 Unit #13-59.99 Vehicles-104.02 

MH Sales  $               29.50  Janitorial 

Part Stop  $             146.57  Unit #M-3 Vehciles-18.78 

Quill  $               83.97  Office-54.99 Operational (coffee, antacids)-28.98 

Sams  $               90.26  
Janitorial-39.34 Vending-12.98 Operational(coffee water 
band aids) 37.94 

Sherwin Williams  $             653.47  Grounds-Aero 

Stutz Excavating  $        13,900.00  Grounds-General 

The Atlanta National Bank  $        10,877.50  West Star 

Verizon  $               68.32   Telephone-Cell Dues 

 
  

 
 Unfinished business: 

  

Barry Stolz briefed the board on the t-hangar pavement rehab.  It will be re-bid due to 
some discrepancies.   

Barry Stolz presented the board with some of the current and future projects of the 
airport.  Commissioner Futrell thanked him for the timeline that he put together.  Barry also 
described to the board how AIP grant projects work and the funding of the projects. 
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Hanson Engineers is asking for an amendment to their agreement regarding the West 
Star apron Phase 2 project.  Barry stated that it is a complicated project and the contractor 
worked longer days than initially planned for and also the project had more overages that were 
not in the scope of work.  Regrading and fencing were not in the original phase and they were 
making assumptions on phase 2 when phase 1 was not completed.  This is the reasoning for 
asking for the contract to be amended.  No action was taken at this meeting, it will be revisited 
next meeting. 

 

Status of applications for auditing services was not voted on this month.  Commissioner 
LaMarsh stated that we could probably get our audit done a little quicker with Thompson and 
Lengacher with the history they have with the airport, he also stated that nothing wrong with a 
new set of eyes either.  This will be presented again at the May meeting. 

 

The cost estimates have not been set in stone yet for the clearing of vegetation as of 
this meeting.  There was some dialog back and forth between the Director and 
Commissioners.  Commissioner Keister is going to take the lead on this project and see if he 
can get a more definite answer as to how much this will cost in total. 

 

The cost estimate from Neumayer on refurbishing the fuel farm has not came in as of 
the meeting.  They have been there to look at the project.  We should have the cost estimate 
by the May meeting. 

 

Director Miller briefed the board on the status of the restaurant.  Some has progress has 
been made and would like to get advice as to the next steps from Attorney Livingstone as to 
how to proceed further.  High Flyers did come in and take what they wanted and still left 
several things behind.  Attorney Livingstone advised airport staff to box us the rest of the items 
and put in storage.  A letter will be sent one more time as to the final date they can collect 
remaining items.  After this date the airport can dispose of the items as they see fit. 

 

The budget and adverting committee are still combined and will discuss both items 
during their meetings.  The budget committee will set up at time before the next meeting to 
meet with Airport Director and Crystal to work together to get a final budget to be presented at 
the May meeting.  Attorney Livingstone stated this needs to be approved at the next meeting 
so it can be posted for a public hearing. 

 

We are waiting on bids from potential liability insurance companies as of this meeting.  
This will be on May’s agenda. 

 

Attorney Livingstone will have to publish one delinquent account and he is waiting on a 
response from a letter he sent to another. 

 

Commissioner LaMarsh took a look at the business plan and spoke with RBGA he 
hopes to have more information in a week or two after following some leads they gave him.  
Commissioner LaMarsh is going to sit down with Director Miller and go over each segment.  
Commissioner LaMarsh is going to get a sign to put in front of the chiropractor clinic to 
promote it also he discussed about wayside development and the car wash.   

Commissioner Futrell asked where the draft outline was that was presented to the prior 
board.  Commissioner LaMarsh will look in to this.  At approximately 6:20 Commissioner Futrell 
dropped out of the meeting.   

Commissioner Futrell made a motion to have Commissioner LaMarsh to purchase a 
sign for the chiropractor clinic not to exceed 300 dollars.  Commissioner Franklin seconded the 
motion and in a roll call vote, the Commissioners voted:  

Commissioner Kleeman-  aye 
Commissioner LaMarsh-  aye 
Commissioner Ross- aye 
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Commissioner Franklin- aye 
Commissioner Herzog- aye 

     Commissioner Futrell-      absent 
Commissioner Keister- aye 

The motion passed by a unanimous vote of the Board in favor. 

Commissioner Keister thought Director Miller stated in a previous board meeting that 
the Village of Bethalto had that building on the condemn list.  Director Miller stated he didn’t 
know about that building. 

 

Commissioner Ross presented the minutes of the executive Board Meeting March 18, 
2021.   Commissioner Herzog moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Franklin 
seconded the motion and in a roll call vote, the Commissioners voted:  

Commissioner Kleeman-  aye 
Commissioner LaMarsh-  aye 
Commissioner Ross- aye 
Commissioner Franklin- aye 
Commissioner Herzog- aye 

     Commissioner Futrell-      absent 
Commissioner Keister- aye 

The motion passed by a unanimous vote of the Board in favor. 

New Business: 

Consider parameters for allowing outdoor public events.  Director Miller would like to 
proceed with some applications for the fly-in in the event we are able to have it.  Director Miller 
stated it will be all within the state and CDC guidelines as well as other counties.  Attorney 
Livingstone told Director Miller we need a contract with the MDA this year if they have their 
event during our annual fly-in and car show. 

 

The Facebook post was removed shortly after being posted.  Commissioner Ross 
asked if we are actively looking for a manager.  Director Miller would like to put it out to Illinois 
Public Airport Association, American Association of Airport Executives and also Facebook, 
waiting on green light from the Board.  Director Miller will send out the job announcement and 
job description to legal counsel and the commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Futrell came back in the meeting at approximately 6:38 p.m. 

 
  Airport Directors Report: 

 

• Airport Manager Jay Christians submitted his resignation effective on April 8, 

2021.  It was a shock to Director Miller.  Director Miller stated he got a job with 

Lambert in the engineering field.     

 

Commissioner LaMarsh stated how he felt about the reason why Jay left to go 

seek employment elsewhere. 

 

“Mr. Chairman and with all due respect to the comments offered by Director 

Miller, I would like to offer a statement about Jay’s resignation. 

 

It was not to pursue a career advancement, but sought out other employment 

due to the contentious environment and in some instances, what I will term, 

unprofessional rhetoric that was perpetuated by one or more current 

commissioners. 

 

Mr. Christians has been employed by the airport for eight years and before being 

hired he was the liaison engineer to the airport with Hanson Engineering.  He 

was patiently waiting for his opportunity to be the Airport Director. 
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Each commissioner has a right to ask questions and to expect a responsible 

answer, however, I do not think any commissioner has the right to denigrate 

management or staff in the mater that I have witnessed. 

 

I propose this question for the board to ponder, how many of you would stay at 

an employer if you received some of the accusations, comments, and in the 

same tone the Jay Christians received? 

 

I partially fault myself for Jay’s departure as I failed to speak up at various times 

and request that the chairman take control of the meeting when I felt that the 

boundaries of acceptable decorum were breached. 

 

I have examples if anyone is interested or, if counsel advises, I can wait until 

we’re in executive session.” 

 

• Pre-construction meeting for the next phase of taxilane refurbishment was 

conducted on Thursday, March 25.  Anticipate construction start date on or about 

May 1. 

 

• Air traffic for January 2021 was down 4.2% for the month and year-to-date. 

 

• Staff has received notification form Chauffeurs, Teamsters, Warehouseman and 

Helpers Local Union 525 of its desire to reopen our present labor agreement.   

Director Miller will send a contract to commissioners and legal counsel. 

 

  There we no board member comments. 
 

Commissioner Keister moved to proceed into executive session per 5ILCS 120/2 
Section 2 (c)(1) to discuss specific personnel issues. Commissioner Herzog moved to approve 
the minutes.  Commissioner Franklin seconded the motion and in a roll call vote, the 
Commissioners voted:  

Commissioner Kleeman-  aye 
Commissioner LaMarsh-  aye 
Commissioner Ross- aye 
Commissioner Franklin- aye 
Commissioner Herzog- aye 
Commissioner Futrell- aye 
Commissioner Keister- aye 

The motion passed by a unanimous vote of the Board in favor. 
  
   
 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned. 

 
  

                                               ______________________________ 
                                                               Wendell Ross           
 
__________________________ __________________________ 
Shirley Kleeman Robert LaMarsh 
 
 
__________________________ __________________________ 
Larry Franklin Chris Herzog 
 
 
 
__________________________ __________________________  
Steve Futrell Brian Keister  


